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l Accordmg to Rashi v. 1) the baok of Bereishis was wrltten 0
provide a response to the nondewish nations about our claim

i the Land of Israel, However, it appears farfetched to suggest
that the entire book. of Bereishis, and all the passages up to . |
chapter 12 of S7emos, were ‘written merely fo answer 2 questiorr. o

that might be posed by nonjews!

In truth, there is an extremely powerful message in these words e
for Jew1sh people, a lesson so profound that Rashi deemeé it

appropriate to form the mh'oductlon to his commentary, * - .

Namely, despite the fact that the Jewish people are but.a tiny

minority, the Torah gives us the stren h not to be intimidated
the anati rid. At‘
learns that he will:be. able

non-lews, and observe the mltzvc-s proudiy, with the fuli aware~ .
ness that God created the worJd for 1 rs venr purpase (see Rasbl o

- v at ap of page),
. (Based on Srchas Shabbns Eere;sins 5741)
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t male He created them. What is the meaning of the juxtaposition: of the reference to the image of God
with the creation of man as two sexes? In interpreting the phrase, male and female He creared them,
Chuzal explained that when God initially created Adam. He created him in a dual form (see Rashi

@ here). Male and female in this context are 1o be taken not onl in a physiological sense but also in

BN G ROTN DN - R A IR of Gea He oreated iamy male and fe-

a spiritval/metaphysical one. T
Every soul consists of a spiritual androgyny. a male and {emale persona. The combination of

J‘"Dﬂ these eléftients 15 known in Rabbinic literature as duchra vena. which can be found in every
" individual. Duchrg refers 1o dynamic. active man while nukva refers 1o affected. passive man. Man
?ﬂ’ ‘ both influences and is influenced. he is both giver and recerver. Only in the biological world is

{ man exclusively male or female. In the spiritual world. every individual carries both traits, and only
through the development of both the duchra and the nulva perspectives can indniduals atrain their

4 s SRS o 1 ke A

full spiritual potentiall ™

.For example, when a teacher instructs his students, he is the giver. the "male.” the duchra, while
his students, who absorb his ideas, are the “female.” the nukva. At one point in the lesson. however,
a perceptive student may ask a particularly incisive question that leads the thoughts of the teacher
in new directions. Indeed, Rabbi Chanina exclaimed. [ learn from my smudents more chan from anyone
chse (Taunis 7a). At this junciure, the duchra-nukva reles are veversed. The student has planted a
seed that blooms into a beautiful flower within the mind o #is teacher. The voung student with
cager eyes and an inquisitive expression becomes a duchra. while the reacher. with the grey beard

‘2" and the august title of Harav HaGaon. 1s transformed into & niva.

Who is the giver and who is the receiver? Who influences and who is influenced? As undevel-
oped as one’s intellect may be, no one is exclusively a studeni, And as great as a person may be
intellectually; no one is exclusively a teacher T

TFhe blessing that God bestowed on man during Creation operates in both the spiritual-meta-

%ph}'sical realm as well as in the physical realm. Actualizing the potential of duchra vemdoa is the
greatest and most exalted of blessings. A person must actualize his nukva blessing 1o absorb spiritual
wealth and beauty. Concurrently. he must actualize his duchra blessing by Using RS spimaalenergies

to give to others. The student who lacks @ reacher. although born with great nochmt‘;m:;i;c
his poteﬁti:ﬂ“e{g"ﬁukm. Simitarly, somenmus a great teacher can lack students to absorb his wisdom

£l and he therefore cannot develop his potential as duchra. One spiritual personality is necessarily de--
pendent on the other in order 1o develop un elevated level of self-actualization. ‘

@ 2§ Hashem Runs the World
Through Plan B

Qm‘khw“lﬁ { ini
hen Hashem initially brought us into Eretz Yisrael, the |
0_% M’ p-lan was for there to be a singte kingdom, united under a
single king. That was Plan A,
\)ﬂ% Plan A lasted for less than a century. Two kingdoms developed
' (‘ © Even then, the plan was for this division to last for only thirty-six‘
! years. Unfortunately, this plan did not work either.

F)ur inability to unite and serve Hashem as one nation caused

many people to sin, Throughout the era of the first Beis HaMikdash
‘manly mermbers of the Ten Tribes worshiped idols because the felt |
rx.afenor to the two tribes who had the Beis HaMikdash in theig te}- !
t( ntor}_/. Nevertheless, Hashem did not insist on returning to Plan A |
He did not force the two kingdoms to unite, Rather, He sent Yehu tc; i
help the Ten Tribes thrive as a separate kingdom. Yehu was the first |
(and only) king of the Ten Tribes wh i téibumayrii

Hagliain's command. Yeh V.EETQEEEQ_?i?ﬂE’EEmﬂ.Ehﬁ.ide wiping
willingness fb.tunthe world throuah Bis rprpemmiiitled | '
- -Hnses e tun the world through Plan BT i3 thi .
mission that attracted Rav Pam's attention s aspect of Yehu's
Whici we study world history, we find t
¥, we find that Hasg i
runs the world through Plan B, hem consistently

fL{ Man was originally supposed to Jive i
/ e in Gan Eden, Adam sinned and
was banished from Gan Eden. Plah B. Ten generations later, man’s |

family survived the Mapu/ (Great Flood). What happened when the |

Hashem’s plan call for the nine generations that preceded Avraham

to ignore this task? It would not seem so. But that i .
. s what h i
@ and the world settled for Plan B., app ene.dr;
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Creation itself is rife with Plan B incidents, Rav Pam would point
out that in describing the completion of the Six Days of Creation, the
Torah states, “And Hashem saw all that He had made, and behold it
was {ov me’od [very good]” (Bereishis 1:31). Very good? Not every-
thing seemed to go according to plan in those six days. Hashem
commanded the earth to put forth trees that would taste like fruit,
but the earth sprouted trees that produced fruit, but did not taste like
fruit. Hashem created two great celestial sources of light, but the
moon complained and was diminished. Adam HaRishon certainly
did not follow the original plan for mankind. Furthermore, Hashem

initially considered a world that runs via middas hadin, the attribute

of strict judgment. In the end, He diluted the middas hadin with
Divine Mercy. It seems that almost everything that happened during
those six days was executéd through Plan B.

Nevertheless;~Hustiém evaluated those six days as fov me'od,
wonderful, exceedingly wonderfiill

The-word-waseréated this way with great wisdom. Hashem could

have orchestrated these events differently. Creation itself had to
happen in a Plan B manner. We live in a world where things don’t go

according to plan. And still, it's s Wworld or oy nje od.

e AR kR

Life doesn’t always work out according to Plan A. As a matter of

fact, it rarely follows Plan A. The most successful people are those

who can adjust and work with Plan B, Tt is _
appointment, and an ability to reevaluate and lower one's.expecia-

8 AT by TP

tions: But if Hashent coutdtook 3t & World that was created almost
exclusively according to Plan B and call it fou me'od, then we must

learn to do the same.
I once received the following letter. | hope you relate to it, as |

did.

not easy. It involves dis-

The ceiling collapsed in my laundry room. For a long time, .
4 | we had a nice-sized hole in the ceiling. | had two options;
hire someone for about $200, or buy two pieces of sheetrock .

and insulation for $20 and do it myseif. Of course, | chose
the latter option, Things proceeded nicely, but [ lacked a very

important instrument that | shouid buy the next time | do |
Y F’ renovations: a level. It's very hard to cut sheetrock without a

lével — even when | used my son’s school ruler.
And s0, | finished the job. Or at least | thought I finished the

job. l accidentally left a rectangular hole in the ceiling. | have

neither the patience nor the strength to go out again, buy,
land cut a third piece of sheetrock to cover the hole.

My wife comes in to the laundry room. My wife looks at the
hole. 1 look at the hole. [ look at my wife. She looks at me, |
know | had better think fast. I look back at the hole, | point to
it, and I tell my wife, “There js a minhag to leave an amah al
amah [squared cubit) hole as a zecher ’churban [reminder of
the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash)].”

My wife calmly turns to me and says, “| think the whole’

ceiling T azecrier [churban.”
'__-_‘__—.--—.___H-“_“____-n——-,

In many homes, this would have been cause for World War lll, The
wife would say, “Didn’t | tell you to pay someone to fix it? Now you
had to do all the work, and you'll have to pay someone to remove
your sheetrock and then fix it.”

But-if you are willing to work with Plan B — as this couple was

— then you can live with a hole in your ceiling. It is not a zecher
'churban hole; it is a shalom bayis hole — and a very beautiful hole

at that.

Childhood polio had handicapped one of the world’s most

famous violinists. He walks with braces and crutches. When
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| he plays at a concert, the journey to the center of the stage
is long and slow. Yet his playing transcends his personal chal-
lenges.

Once, in the middie of a challenging concerto, one of the

strings of his violin snapped, with a loud popping sound. The
(p orchestra stopped abruptly and everyone waited with bated

breath to see what would happen. After a brief pause, he set
his. violin under his chin and signaled to the conductor to
begin. '

With great brilliance he improvised, modulating and adjust-
ing the melody in a way that compensated for the missing
string. The music that emerged was hauntingly beautiful.

When he finished, therq was an awed silence, followed by
thunderous applause. The violinist silenced the crowd. Then
he said, “Sometimes, it is the musician's job to find out how
/¢ much music he can make with what he has left.”

That’s Plan B. Strings break. Things don't happen as planned. But
Plan B is fine, You can_sti i i

2§ Anticlimaétic - but ...

hen we think of Mattan Torah we generally think in terms
of the great fanfare associated with the original Revela-
tion at Sinai. We picture millions of Jews standing around
Mount Sinai after three days of preparation for this great moment.
We try to imagine the lightning that could be heard and the shofar
blasts that could be seen.
That was the story of the giving of the first Luchos.

& The Luchos that remained with us were the ones we received on the
following Yom Kippur. These were given quietly. Hashem descended
onto the mountain and had a private meeting with Moshe Rabbeinu,
who-then brought us the second pair of Luchos. Chazal teach that it
was enly this quiet, private Matian Torah that could last.

( Our lives follow the same pattern. Plan A js exciting. The first
time a person starts to learn, he is able to do so with ease. Later, it
becomes difficult. Later, he starts to wonder if his learning is worth-
while. Later, he is plagued by the realization that he forgets much
of what ne learns. That is the sj at_he has moved on to Plan
B, to the second set of Luchos. The natural tendency is to become

B
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